
“Beloved, since God loved us so much, we also ought to love one another. No one has ever seen God; if 

we love one another, God lives in us, and his love is perfected in us.” 1 John 4:11-12.  

Dear Christian friends, 

The months of May and June feature the celebration of Mothers and Fathers days. They arose to give an 

opportunity for children to give their parents thanks. These days also remind us about the importance 

that these vital relationships are in the well-being of individuals, but also how healthy families 

contribute to a healthy society. Individuals working together can transform the world.  

The earliest Christians identified themselves as a family. The individual baptized were united together 

through their identity with Christ’s death and resurrection. The early Christians joined together in caring 

and sharing among each other. Even today it is frequently noted that in some of the most difficult 

human situations that Christians are the ones reaching out to serve the least esteemed in the world.  

There is no immediate pay-back for those who offer themselves in such service. Economists and 

financial planners can often recite how much money it costs to raise the average child. One could 

wonder why someone would do such a vocation given the cost. Whether it is done through our own 

children or through our identification by our faith tradition, there are benefits. It is the physical effects 

within our body wherein the worth of the project is experienced. It is the aspect of relationships and 

their affects upon our physical body that proves the benefit. 

Shepherd King Lutheran as a congregation is a place where relationships are lived. The congregation is a 

place where we can come together to weep with one another, laugh where laughter is generated, walk 

alongside another when support is needed. The congregation is a place where we unite as one voice to 

praise our LORD and our GOD.  

It is in God that we experience and receive the ultimate gift for all relationships. God is love and God 

grants us that awesome gift in a measure that goes beyond human comprehension. It is that gift of God 

which transforms all our comings together into times of rejoicing. The gift of the baptized gathering 

together for worship, fellowship and service together is witnessed in the world. It is a mark of 

discipleship. It is a symbol of the living presence of Christ within us. 

The gift of relationship is a true sign of God’s commitment to creation. No one can survive in the world 

without being in relationship. A newborn infant cannot survive without the caring and nurturing that a 

mother or father provide. So too as baptized we would not survive in faith without the nurturing and 

caring presence of God in Christ Jesus with us. As we give thanks to our mothers this month for their 

gifts in life, may we also give thanks to God for the very gift of life. 

In Christ forever, 

Pastor Kevin. 

 


